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Introduction 


HIS report based survey conducted the authors 

findings survey courses given reported the 
August 1947 issue Scandinavian the 1947 survey 
attempt was made, comparing enrolment figures and other 
data with information compiled Esther Chilstrom Meixner 
ascertain whether the development Scandinavian 
studies the United States reflected any trends which might 
analogous and perhaps explained the pattern Scandi- 
navian immigrant history. was also indicated that the survey 
would repeated from time time order provide cumu- 
lative body data which historians the post-immigrant epoch 
may analyze and interpret relation other subjects. 


Franzen and Hedin Bronner, Courses Offered 
Institutions Learning the United States,” Scandinavian Studies, Vol. XIX, 
No. (August 1947), pp. 239-260. 

Esther Chilstrom Meixner, The Teaching the Scandinavian Languages 
and Literatures the United States. Philadelphia, University Pennsylvania, 
1941. 
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Summary Past Findings 


The 1947 began with summary the development 
Scandinavian teaching 1940, outlined Meixner. 
pointed out that Scandinavian courses the United States 
had their inception the Scandinavian schools which flourished 
ever-increasing numbers from the 1870’s the beginning 
World War when such schools had been founded. the 
turn the century the Scandinavian languages found their way 
into public high schools, which they were being offered 
1917. The war years, however, brought about decrease im- 
migration and swing toward isolationism, which sharply re- 
duced activities the Scandinavian field well other 
fields dealing with other foreign cultures, and 1927 the num- 
ber high schools offering Scandinavian languages had dropped 
22. considerable recovery was seen the 30’s, when return- 
ing American interest the outside world focused itself 
certain amount admiration for the social and political progress 
the Scandinavian 

1946 the number high schools offering Scandinavian 
had dropped still further, total (cf. footnote 11); but 
there appeared upward trend interest among the 
colleges and universities. The latter trend was noted with certain 
reservations, however, the categories information obtained 
for 1946 were not entirely analogous those which had been 
employed 


Method and Scope 


the 1951 questionnaire, which deviated slightly from the 
previous one, the following information was requested: 


Courses Scandinavian languages, literature, culture and history which 
have been offered listed for Academic Year 1950-51; number quarters 


Attention called the fact that although the report was published 
and the survey conducted 1947, presented statistical data for the Autumn 
term 1946. 

See Franzen and Bronner, op. cit., 241. 

244. 

The wording this item failed make clear the intended meaning. The 
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Enrolment classes which were held Autumn 1950. 

Enrolment classes which were held Spring 1951. 

Enrolment classes which were held Summer 1950. 

Name, rank, degree and birthplace each faculty member the Scandi- 
navian field. 

General comments and news (scholarships, research projects, doctoral dis- 
sertations related fields, courses added dropped, etc.). 


1947, note was added the effect that the enrolment 
figures for individual schools well the birthplace individ- 
ual instructors would kept confidential. 

Item the questionnaire provided the entire basis for the 
enrolment figures which are presented Table this report. 
was felt now, 1947, that the approximate number en- 
rolments for given year would found considering only 
single semester, thus preventing re-registrations two-term 
courses from giving the appearance additional enrolments. 

The only innovation this year’s treatment the enrolment 
figures the separate listing, under languages, Old Norse-Old 
Icelandic, the figures for which were concealed the grand 
totals for 1946. Although this will somewhat limit the categories 
comparison between enrolments 1950 and those 1946 
far universities are concerned (Old Icelandic being given only 
universities), considered desirable for the sake future 
comparisons thus remedy what admitted have been 
weakness the 1947 report. 

The mailing list was essentially the same that used 
1947, with few additions and subtractions based more 
recent information from miscellaneous sources. The response 
was somewhat readier than was 1947, and all addressees ex- 
cept universities and colleges’ furnished the requested infor- 
mation with prompting. was particularly gratifying 


authors wished learn not only courses offered for this particular academic 
year, but also regular courses offered periodically but not every year. This 
category would many cases include Old Icelandic, well number 
modern literature and culture courses. Where was clear that addressee 
had been misled the questionnaire, supplementary inquiry was made. 

University Idaho, Pocatello; State University Iowa; Ohio State 
University; Grinnell College; Luther Theological Seminary, St. Paul; Smith 
College; Wittenberg College, Ohio. 
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receive cordial and helpful replies from several institutions 
which had Scandinavian offerings. The following are exam- 
ples information contained such negative replies: 


has unusually large Scandinavian population, large enough 
maintain Swedish newspaper. have developed some contact with the Swedish 
community now and would look forward with confidence toward offering work 
Scandinavian the world situation were more 

have courses but competent teachers Old Norse. Sorry.” 

have such courses. the Department English there one 
course touching Scandinavian literature 

“Two years gave the course Old Icelandic for one two ad- 
vanced graduate students. may called for again next year. Our Ger- 
man Ph.D.’s are required read the Older Edda and some Icelandic sagas 
translation.” 

“The future Scandinavian area studies not yet decided upon. 
going leave the university June 1951. view 
the most limited number students some less expensive arrangement must 
found for 1951-52.” 

“There will probably some informal non-credit study the Scandi- 
navian languages—preparation for group going Sweden this 

“We not offer courses Scandinavian although have considered the 
possibility. have Norwegian and Swedish books our library for Scan- 
dinavian 

specific courses are offered. Smaller enrolments make less likely 
that any course this kind will offered the near future. The most that 
can said that opportunity will always given students who wish 

“No future for Scandinavian here.” 

exceedingly sorry state that have nothing report for the 
present academic year. ashamed that situation but there are number 
factors that are involved staffing small college. hope that can estab- 
lish pattern whereby Swedish language, literature and culture can have their 
rightful place our program instruction.... are hoping for better 

have classes. For several years Norwegian was given and was 
popular course. But evaporated during World War II.” 

“About years ago introduced course Scandinavian language but 
lasted only two years. Although have many pupils from Scandinavian 
homes, they seem not interested Norse studies, 


Statistics 


The grand total all known enrolments Scandinavian 
language, literature, history, and culture courses taught 


| 


SCANDINAVIAN COURSES THE UNITED STATES 177 


American universities, colleges, and high schools during the 
autumn 1950 2,916. The corresponding figure for 1946 
3,294. This drop 378 enrolments represents decrease 
nearly 12% since 1946. The decrease, however, almost wholly 
the high schools, where enrolments dropped approximately 
37%, from 1,042 1946 654 1950 (cf. footnote 11). Col- 
lege enrolments decreased only from 1,320 1,317, while the 
universities actually showed net gain enrolments. 

There has been greater over-all drop language than 
non-language enrolments. This closely related the fact that 
the greatest drop total enrolments occurred the high schools, 
where all but enrolments were language courses. 

contrast the general picture decline enrolments 
the increase number institutions known offering 
shows that the colleges have increased from and the 
universities from 30, while the high schools have undergone 
net decrease two (cf. footnote 11). very considerable in- 
crease also shown the number courses that are being 
offered—from 214 1946 303 1950. 

interesting note that 1946 the total number 
enrolments Norwegian considerably greater than that 
Swedish, spite the fact that the Swedish population the 
United States the Table reveals that the large 
enrolment Norwegian the colleges that keeping the fig- 
ures high; one school alone has 217 students registered this 
language. Conspicuous the modest interest Danish (59 en- 


One two schools which the authors missed the 1947 survey might 
have offered Scandinavian courses that time, but this alone does not explain 
the increase. 

Scandinavian-born plus native Scandinavian mixed parentage: 

Danish—443, 815 (of which 138,175 foreign-born). 

Norwegian—924,688 (of which 262,088 foreign-born). 

Swedish—1,301,390 (of which 445,070 foreign-born). 

States most densely populated with native Scandinavians: 

Danish: California; New York; Illinois; Iowa. 

Norwegian: Minnesota; New York; Washington; Wisconsin. 

Swedish: Illinois; Minnesota; New York; California. 

(World Almanac, 1951, 431. Figures from 1940 census.) 
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TABLE 


ENROLMENTS SCANDINAVIAN COURSES, AUTUMN 1950 


Dano- Old Total, 1950 
wegian Icel. guages 
Universities 14 13 147 67 194 435 510 945 
Colleges, etc. 42 0 594 0 308 955 373 1317 
High Schools 3 0 298 0 333 623 20 654 
Totals 59 13 1039 67 835 2008 903 2916 
ENROLMENT TRENDS, 1939-1950 
1939-1940 Grand Totals 1946 Grand 1950 Grand Totals 
Universities 856 932 945 
Colleges, etc. 1304 1320 1317 
High Schools 1544 1042 654 
Totals 3704 3294 2916 
TABLE III 
NUMBER INSTITUTIONS OFFERING SCANDINAVIAN, 
1939-1950 
1939-1940 1950 
Universities 
Totals 


the 1947 report high school (Minnehaha Academy, Minneapolis) was 
erroneously listed college, and the high school division Bethany College, 
Mankato, failed appear the high-school list. the present report, ap- 


propriate changes have been made the statistical figures both text and 
tables. 


SCANDINAVIAN COURSES THE UNITED STATES 193 


TABLE 


INSTITUTIONS THAT HAVE DROPPED ADDED 
SCANDINAVIAN SINCE 1946 


Dropped Added 
Universities 
University Denver University Florida 
University Omaha Georgetown University 
Massachusetts State College George Washington University 


Commonwealth Mass. Extn. 
University Minnesota, Duluth 
Northwestern University 
Princeton University 
University South Dakota 
University Southern California 
University Utah 


Colleges, etc. 


Bethany College Bryn Mawr College 
Luther Theological Seminary Reedley College 
College Puget Sound Roosevelt College 
Ursinus College 
High Schools 
Escanaba High, Michigan Chicago College Prep. School 
North High, Minneapolis Oak Grove Seminary, Fargo, 


Moline Senior High, Illinois 
Kitsap School, Poulsbo, Wash. 


TABLE 
NATIONAL ORIGIN FACULTIES SCANDINAVIAN 


Scandi- 
United navian Others 
States 
Countries 
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rolments) proportion the Danish population the United 
States compared with Norwegian and Swedish. Danish not 
offered any public high school. 

This survey has identified 101 individuals engaged the 
teaching Scandinavian subjects schools all types (Table 
V), against 1946. The percentage Scandinavian-born 
faculty appears slightly but not significantly 
higher than 1946. 

Seven doctoral dissertations Scandinavian subjects were 
listed the universities. 


Conclusions 


Conclusions regard trends should not drawn the 
basis total figures obtained the two surveys without taking 
certain important factors into consideration. immediate re- 
action might that the larger number institutions and 
courses 1950 should have resulted correspondingly higher 
enrolment figures. But must borne mind that enrolments 
universities and colleges during the first post-war years 
reached all-time high, because thousands veterans re- 
turned school order complete education interrupted 
their service the armed forces. Furthermore, these were 
joined thousands others, who thanks the G.I. Bill 
Rights were enabled obtain education that would otherwise 
never have been contemplated. Finally, should pointed out 
that during those years the study languages—and most 
Scandinavian courses are devoted languages—enjoyed un- 
usual popularity. the time the 1950 survey, the other 
hand, enrolments colleges and universities were about 
the case the high schools, however, the downward trend 
Scandinavian studies undeniable. 


should kept mind that several teachers listed Scandinavian- 
born came the very early age, and were therefore educated this 
country. 

the University Chicago, for instance, the enrolment was 12,520 
1938-39, which represents fair average for that decade; went 
14,432, but was back 12,316 1949-50 (Report the Comptroller, 
121). 


+ 
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The declining trend the high schools, with respect both 
number and enrolment, was clearly marked 1946 when the 
authors compared their figures with those Meixner (17 and 
1,544 1,042, respectively); with the new drop 37% enrol- 
ment the trend further accentuated. The reasons for this de- 
velopment were indicated the 1947 report: toward the end 
the 20’s, large-scale emigration the United States ceased, and 
result the number children high-school age whose par- 
ents were born Scandinavia now rapidly dwindling. The 
American-born generations obviously not feel the same emo- 
tional interest preserving the language their ancestors. 
statistical survey, showing what extent the various generations 
(1st, 2nd, etc.) are responsible for the present enrolment would 
undoubtedly highly relevant, and attempt obtain such 
information might made future survey. There have also 
been instances which the dropping instruction was due 
the difficulty finding competent instructors, problem that 
was less marked earlier periods when many high-school teach- 
ers learned their parents’ language home, Sunday schools, 
the numerous Scandinavian schools existing that time." 
example this unfortunate situation found school 
which 1946 reported enrolment students its Swedish 
evening classes but which had cancel its courses when the 
teacher left. might also pointed out that while most high 
schools are doing quite well, there are others where the enrol- 
ment dangerously close the minimum set the condi- 
tion for offering foreign language instruction. short: far 
the high schools are concerned, the trend can hardly called 
favorable. 


marked contrast this the situation institutions 
higher learning. The number such schools offering Scandi- 
navian has increased considerably since 1939, and their programs 
have many instances been expanded. period generally 
declining enrolment, particularly foreign-language classes, 


the schools founded during the whole immigration period least 
have now been closed merged with other schools. Cf. Franzen and Bronner, 
op. cit., 239. 
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the interest Scandinavian courses has been remarkably stable. 
This might give the right assume that the position 
Scandinavian studies firmer today than previously the 
higher levels, especially the universities. 

The Scandinavian colleges are, like the high schools, affected 
the dwindling number immigrant children. Naturally, 
such schools tend become more and more Americanized, and 
their students are increasingly drawn from non-Scandinavian 
groups. significant this development that one Mid- 
Western Swedish college had omitted from the present list 
because lack offerings Swedish. the same time, how- 
ever, should stressed that some the larger colleges this 
group have increased their staffs and that their enrolments con- 
tinue large. 

Least vulnerable the effects the cessation immigra- 
tion are the universities, since their students most cases tend 
take Scandinavian courses for scholarly reasons. obvious 
that recognition the value such studies has grown our 
institutions higher learning. Contacts the cultural fields 
have during the post-war years increased, keeping pace with the 
development the means communication; the works prom- 
inent Scandinavian authors are more readily translated into 
English; learned publications Scandinavia are now often pub- 
lished English (instead German); the number exchange 
scholars and students has multiplied many times, etc. 

interesting note how often the individual interest and 
efforts scholar have played role establishing and promot- 
ing Scandinavian teaching Not infrequently 
has teacher Scandinavian descent American scholar 
doing research Scandinavian topics been able introduce 
language literature courses. example this was the intro- 
duction Swedish few years ago Ursinus College Col- 
legeville, Pa., thanks the initiative American, Prof. 
Allan Lake Rice. When Dr. Rice became professor German 
Ursinus 1948 wanted continue the teaching Swedish 
which had begun the University Pennsylvania. 


Cf. some the replies quoted section above. 
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“Undoubtedly there was little excuse, the normal course 
events, for introducing Swedish Ursinus. The college had 
connection with Swedish tradition, even though located 
the Schuylkill valley near Valley Forge, the outer fringes 
Nya Sverige. Less than one percent the student body have 
any Scandinavian blood, rather less than the usual American 
But the venture turned out most gratifying, for 
“some students were enabled enroll for Swedish the 
year 1949-50, only ultimately being able take the course 
because roster difficulties. Only one these had any Scandi- 
navian blood.” 

There evidence that instruction initiated under similar cir- 
cumstances has attained permanence, especially the initiator 
promotor has remained the faculty for some time. Unfor- 
tunately, however, also true that Scandinavian courses have 
come and gone with 

Related this personal initiative the part certain 
scholars the stimulus provided monetary grants from inter- 
ested persons groups, which accounts for impressive num- 
ber new posts during the last decade. 1945 chair 
Scandinavian Languages and Literatures was established the 
University California Berkeley result initiative taken 
the Swedish Information Bureau and the Swedish Consulate 
General San Francisco. Three donors Swedish descent pro- 
vided the means for experimental period three years 
determine student interest and response offerings the field 
Scandinavian. This trial proved successful that the chair 
was made permanent Some years earlier—in 1944—a 
chair Scandinavian had been established the University 
Chicago with support from the Sweden-America Foundation 
and was, later, for number years partly maintained the 
Swedish Institute Stockholm. this case also the financial 
responsibilities have been taken over the university. 1944 
lectureships Swedish were established Columbia and 


Ursinus Experiment,” Augustana Bulletin 1950, no. 10, 

Olof Lundberg, Chair for California,” The 
Review, Vol. (1950), 221 ff. 
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Harvard fér svenskhetens bevarande ut- 
landet and the Swedish Institute. Posts other schools have 
also been supported the Institute. drive obtain funds for 
permanent professorship Swedish Upsala College, East 
Orange, J., was successfully concluded few years ago. 

this connection should also mentioned that the uni- 
versities Minnesota and Wisconsin, assisted generous 
grants from the Carnegie Corporation, have been able set 
extensive programs Scandinavian area studies, which naturally 
have helped stimulate the interest such studies and in- 
crease enrolment figures. Swedish summer courses, offered 
North Park College Chicago and Augustana College Rock 
Tsland, have had similar effects. 

view these over-all facts seems reasonable conclude 
that the negative trend the high schools well counterbal- 
anced positive trend institutions higher learning. This 
leads another conclusion: that Scandinavian subjects are 
being studied more and more their own merits than from 
traditional loyalty immigrant communities. 


REVIEWS 


Stahl, Harry. Kvill och tyll. studie svenska ort- 
namn ord med betydelsen dgren’ dyl. 
(Skrifter Kungl. Gustav Adolfs Akademien. 20. 
Uppsala, 1950. Pp. 176. Price, crowns. 


With the precision and systematic thoroughness that char- 
acterize modern Swedish philology, Archivist Stahl has produced 
work which represents both the learning and patience which 
take for granted Professor Sahlgren’s series. But Dr. 
Stahl’s book represents something more well. Together with 
its many companion volumes emanating from the Institute for 
Place Name Research Uppsala University, establishes 
clearly, even those who approach place-name investiga- 
tions from something distance, the picture type re- 
search which, save for its lack the predictive aspect, comes 
close being exact science. The term may 
Swedish applied any branch scholarship including the 
humanistic; thus Swedish place- 
name research, however, approaches what meant “‘science” 
English and naturvetenskap Swedish. 

treatise deals principally with the words and 
tyll used appellatively and appearing place names throughout 
geographic belt running across southern Sweden. the basis 
the gathered topographical evidence, and departing from ear- 
lier etymologies, finds kvill, OSw. kvild fem., have the 
rather than the usually assumed The basic conception 
thus not that water flowing welling forth, though this con- 
ception near hand, but that division (or confluence) 
two streams. This feature division all cases clearly 
evidenced topographical facts that can make excel- 
lent case for etymology based *dyi-. PGm. 
would result The consonant combination 
kv- arose later through substitution. The alternate form 
earlier according this theory, arose from through 
influence the bilabial -w-. similar nomenclature arose with 
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respect lakes; the list place names with some form 
has been enlarged here and there include farm, village, 
parish, entire (Kville hd, Gbs 

The author devotes the second half the volume 
mantic parallels,” thus words designating, respectively, 
situation between two bodies water, confluence two 
streams, etc., and cleavage division two lakes streams. 
each case, there are extensive citations primary materials 
from near and far. The Swedish names Samnan, Amot, Norwe- 
gian Aaremot, and such foreign place names Aberdeen and 
Koblenz are shown contain the identical basic meaning 
confluence waters. 

The volume essentially compilation place names the 
above-described categories, geographically ordered with exact 
locations and attributions source, together with phonetic 
transcriptions the local pronunciation and descriptions the 
topography. Linguistic observations are scattered throughout 
the work. Most, but not all, Swedish names the category 
studied are included, together with small amount Danish 
and Norwegian material. The index place names contains 
over 700 items. least 140 contributors are brought together 
special index. Further features include table contents, 
list abbreviations, preface, and two charts. Thirty reproduc- 
tions sections the comprehensive map Sweden prepared 
the General Staff give optical confirmation the author’s 
general conclusions. Clear conception and well written, 
Stahl’s treatise sheds new light several subjects. scholars 
distant from Swedish archives especially welcome im- 
portant catalogue. 

ERIK WAHLGREN 
University California 
Los Angeles 


Hellsten, Stig. Kyrklig och radikal 
Wiksell, Uppsala, 1951. Pp. 311. 


The debate about social problems engaged almost every 
Jate nineteenth-century Scandinavian writer and host 
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Scandinavians who never wrote play, poem, short story, 
novel, any other kind literature had begun long before 
Georg Brandes called for such debate. Long before Ibsen, 
Strindberg and the rest wrote about the conventional 
marriage, the marriage, the relationship between man 
and woman, the right the individual have what Ibsen called 
“the joy and “the joy work,” the woman question, 
and the large number more less related social subjects, the 
problem the conventional marriage had been made subject 
for debate and had been vigorously debated least Sweden 
primarily the result the publication Almqvist’s Det 
That the man whom Ellen Key called Sweden’s most 
modern writer also considered other social problems well 
known students Swedish literature. That Swedish writers 
after 1839 were keenly aware Almqvist and his ideas certain; 
that Danish and Norwegian writers knew least Det 
likely. Danish version appeared 1841 and German one 
1846. 

Dr. Hellsten’s book searching study both Almqvist’s 
concept marriage presented Det and his earlier 
works and the state-church concept interpreted theo- 
logians down through the centuries and during the debate that 
followed the appearance the Presented doctoral 
dissertation theology Uppsala, the study presents without 
bias prejudice the most detailed and complete available con- 
sideration the two conflicting concepts. Dr. Hellsten has exam- 
ined not only the whole literature but also the Swedish 
literature the subject marriage produced before 1839, and 
the result is, among other things, substantial contribution 
Swedish literary history. book the reading which will 
reward anyone who desires either better understanding 
and his ideas better understanding much the 
content the realistic Scandinavian literature the 1870’s 
and 1880’s. take few examples: Manders, the young Ros- 
mer, and the pastor The Father. 

What Dr. Hellsten has done present (1) introductory 
with appropriate attention the influence Sweden- 
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borg and others thinking and without disregarding 
the influence his own marriage his program; (2) his- 
torical survey the development the state-church concept 
particularly from the Reformation on; (3) examination 
reform program; (4) analysis the clerical and 
lay opposition ideas expressed Det an; and (5) excel- 
lent summary which the two systems are compared. 

the author shows, Almqvist made significant contribu- 
tion Swedish thinking about marriage strongly emphasiz- 
ing core and central justification for 
“ett sant aktenskap,” whereas the church had placed relatively 
little emphasis but great deal such matters the 
church control the marriage ceremony, faithfulness the part 
both husband and wife, and the duty keep the outer forms 
marriage even though ideal union was not could not 
achieved: 

Striden kring Det kamp mellan Sjilva 
striden innebar knappast klar fixering eller tillspetsad infér 
huvudproblem. Denna strid har fastmer sin betydelse och 
sitt intresse diri, att fér land den kyrkliga 


radikal som formulerade (p. 264). 


efter lyckligare ville Almqvist till stand friare 
och vidgad att endast kontra- 
henter, som férenades personlig sympati, skulle vara med var- 
andra Aven svagheterna Almqvists iktenskapsprogram 
tydliga bér det ihagkommas, att han drevs ett syfte att skapa 
och lyckligare (p. 263). 


Dr. Hellsten well aware that the system advocated the 
church could and did lead legalism and empty form. was 
that sort conventional marriage which society gave its sup- 
port and which Ibsen, Strindberg, Ahlgren, Key, and 
many other Scandinavian writers were consider realistically 
few decades after Det had appeared. Practically all the 
nuances the debate the 1870’s and had been dealt with 


WALTER JOHNSON 
University Washington 
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Pioneer Northwest America 1841-1858: The Memoirs 
Gustaf Unonius, Vol. Translated Backlund and 
edited Olsson, University Minnesota Press, Min- 
neapolis, 1950. Pp. xii+419. Price, $6.00. 


One more record the Scandinavians America has now 
been made available English, thanks the industry the 
Swedish Pioneer Historical Society. And important record 
is; for Gustaf Unonius may said have begun the great 
Swedish-American exodus the nineteenth century. leader 
band emigrants who were among the first leave Sweden 
without the special, royal permission long exacted, 
generally regarded prime mover the emigration. 

But Unonius was not only early emigrant, was also 
highly influential one. His letters published Aftonbladet during 
1842 aggravated the already incipient America-fever; next, bis 
controversial activities religious circles earned for him dubi- 
ous prominence both sides the Atlantic. Still more signifi- 
cant, course, were the two volumes his Memoirs published 
Uppsala 1861 and 1862. 

Ambitiously intending produce account the life and 
experiences the Swedish immigrants the Middle West, 
finally compromised detailed narrative his own seventeen 
years America. Into this, however, injected much de- 
tailed information about the country, its topography, agricul- 
ture, politics, educational development, Indian lore, legal and 
religious practices, etc. that the Memoirs personal records are 
often buried under mounds handbook-on-America documenta- 
tion. That both the strength and the weakness Unonius’ 
volumes. The audience for which they were originally intended 
doubtlessly read the work primarily learn more about the 
new world and only secondarily follow the progress the 
author and his tiny band friends. Today, the other hand, 
historians excepted, most readers will chiefly occupied with 
the adventures the young romantic, his starry-eyed bride, 
her faithful maid and their hunting dog Fille, did not seem 
eager Much the material Indians, agricul- 
tural methods implements, the flora and fauna Wiscon- 
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sin, and how stake claim, for example, will passed over 
rather lightly. 

The Memoirs, nonetheless, are generously Jarded with 
human interest, running the gamut from the comic-opera fare- 
well Uppsala the moving scene the party’s first, solitary 
Christmas the snows the Northwest, that even the casual 
reader will delighted with Unonius’ account. Backlund’s 
translation reads easily and uncommonly smooth. The de- 
tailed, scholarly notes Dr. Olsson will appreciated indeed 
the more academically minded readers. 

One only hopes that the Swedish Pioneer Historical Society 
will receive the support richly merits the basis this 
its first venture and that Unionus’ second volume will avail- 
able before many months pass. 

MARSHALL 
The Hague 


Knudsen, Aage. Jacobsen hans Digtning. Gyldendal 
(Nordisk Forlag), Copenhagen, 1950. Pp. 324. Price, 
crowns (paper bound). 


This study the great Danish realist, Jens Peder Jacob- 
sen. have not read any study any other leading European 
realistic novelist which surpasses sympathetic insight com- 
bined with critical judiciousness. Lektor Knudsen’s work flowed 
out two personal sources which often Jead distinguished 
achievement—youthful enthusiasm and persevering devotion 
its object during many years maturity. Aage Knudsen the 
age seventeen read Jacobsen’s Marie Grubbe, and was set 
aflame with admiration. This special interest, throughout his 
student years the University Copenhagen, was encouraged 
gifted teacher, Professor Vilhelm Andersen, who trained him 
the difficult art basing literary interpretation and criticism 
upon sympathetic understanding human life and personal- 
ity combined with acute analysis them. After his gradua- 
tion, routine-teaching duties preoccupied much Dr. Knudsen’s 
time; but for ten years devoted his scant leisure hours re- 
search and reflection upon his favorite author. That explains 
why his book, labor love, mellow spirit and style, 
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appealing any adult intelligence which not only knows 
something about literature but has also learned appreciate the 
complexities life and its mysteries. 

This book not cursory general account Jacobsen’s life 
and works; isa monograph. Knudsen tries discern and delin- 
eate accurately the basically important characteristics Jacob- 
sen’s works prose and poetry, and relate those characteris- 
tics Jacobsen’s intellectual and emotional history. His study 
strictly methodical without becoming cut-and-dried. dis- 
cusses Jacobsen’s works approximately chronological order, 
raising each case the questions: What the attitude toward 
nature; toward interiors; toward man? What significant 
Jacobsen’s gradually changing attitudes toward these natural, 
social, and personal ethical subjects? What motifs and 
what human predicaments did Jacobsen feel important 
dramatize and thereby clarify, and why did choose just these 
motifs the recurrent central themes nearly all his novels 
and poems? Dr. Knudsen’s answers these questions are closely 
reasoned and well evidenced. his decisions differ from those 
previous interpreters Jacobsen, frankly indicates that dif- 
ference and discusses the controversial issue candidly and fairly, 
usually the learned notes the end his book. 

The main conclusion Knudsen’s study that Marie Grubbe 
and Niels Lyhne show reluctant decline from naturalistic 
hopefulness inspired Darwin into sadder autumnal feeling, 
sometimes bordering upon hopeless resignation. Knudsen 
sees him, Jacobsen was extraordinarily sensitive, percipient, 
and conscientious interpreter the human situation. felt 
that his Darwinian biological studies obliged him abandon 
the Christian faith his youth, but wished that could have 
retained it. That yearning gave his predominantly realistic 
prose and poetry tone gentleness and sympathy which re- 
minds Thomas Hardy. His intention draw strictly ob- 
jective picture life, scientist views it, was modified into 
tender kind realism and not wholly pessimistic sadness. The 
melancholy strain his work was undoubtedly influenced 
his hopeless illness and his frustrated love affair with Anna 
Michelsen, who was deeply religious (see her poignantly beauti- 
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ful letter him October 1866, 277). comparative 
study Jacobsen and Hardy should prove very interesting. 

Dr. Knudsen’s strict limitation his inquiry there are 
great advantages: his objectives are attained, they stand forth 
clearly, and they are high importance. His conclusions are 
probably the most significant truths about Jacobsen that have 
been discerned far. Nevertheless, because what has given 
good, wish that had now and then burst his self- 
imposed restrictions and given somewhat more. should like 
know what thinks Jacobsen’s philosophy history, since 
Marie Grubbe historical novel and since Jacobsen was keenly 
interested the history man and nature; but explicitly 
refuses discuss that topic, and confines himself interpre- 
tation Marie Grubbe psychological novel. His monograph- 
ical concentration also results almost entire disregard 
Jacobsen’s relations the great Russian, French, and English 
realists. That subject which, since Dr. Knudsen has been 
successful interpreting Jacobsen himself, hope will 
deal with the near future. 

ERNEST BERNBAUM 
Freedom’s Haven 
Jaffrey, New Hampshire 


Aschehoug Co. (W. Nygaard), Oslo, 1949. Pp. 179. 


Anyone who has read more than just the cream Kinck’s 
large production well aware that most conglomera- 
tion the purest gold and the veriest dross. Only very seldom 
did achieve real aesthetic value, and can think other 
personage Norwegian literature who nearly corresponds 
Kinck this regard The powerful and overwhelm- 
ing impulse the moment, usually unrestrained intellectual 
discipline, coupled with firm conviction the correctness 
view life, accounts for the creative excesses Kinck. With 
few notable exceptions Kinck’s characterization weak; his 
characters not emerge distinctly remembered individuals 
but generally remain indefinable types, nearly always the tool 
for the conveyance Kinck’s view man. Moreover, the theme 
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most Kinck’s work monotonously repetitious, and the 
recurrence certain basic images, moods, situations, observa- 
tions, etc. equally so. However, spite all these artistic 
and aesthetic aberrations Kinck’s work remains utmost im- 
portance the literary historian. Whole classes people, e.g., 
officials and farmers, emerge advantage, and there un- 
questionable masterpiece among his productions, Driflekaren 
(1908), which, although inferior both them, can 
compared with Peer Gynt and Munken Vendt. Like these two, 
dramatic poem and treats the same theme, although from 
wholly different point view. Vraal like Malm, not 
like Peer and Munken. 

his study Kinck Nettum has set himself definite task: 
dig out, literally, from Kinck’s work his view man and 
present it. does state (p. that the rich symbolism Kinck 
must interpreted order understand fully what Kinck 
torturously endeavors convey. Only part does Nettum pre- 
sent Kinck’s symbolism, but indicates his analysis Sus 
and Hugormen how important the symbol the moor for 
understanding the character Herman and general 
Kinck’s view man. But Nettum does not utilize the same 
degree the symbolism Driftekaren his study the character 
Vraal. 

Because the repetition theme and treatment Kinck’s 
work Nettum has wisely confined his detailed analysis his 
three leading characters Herman (Sus and Hugormen), 
Agiulf den vise (Agiulf den vise), and Vraal (Driftekaren), al- 
though does treat summarily the rest his production under 
the general title Kincks diktning” support 
his analysis Kinck’s view man. finally states Kinck’s 
significance and presents him relation his Age, showing his 
affinity with such figures Nietzsche, Bergson, Croce, 
Lawrence, Gunnar Heiberg, and Hamsun, and his contrast 
Obstfelder, Selma Lagerléf, and Verner von Heidenstam. The 
latter treatment the whole very profitable, although black 
and white statements such are necessary any similar dis- 
cussion leave room for differences opinion. 

Nettum’s service that has corrected certain erroneous 
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notions that have been current regarding Kinck, has clearly 
staked out the rather limited area interest that was Kinck’s, 
has questioned the validity philosophy life devoid 
moral and ethical direction Kinck’s supposedly was, and has 
demonstrated that Kinck himself did not possess absolute faith 
his own view man. The view, namely, that man 
understood for what is, biological phenomenon, whose pri- 
mary biological urge the sexual. Kinck’s view basically anti- 
intellectual, for holds that thought (reflection) foreign 
man’s primitive nature; distorts the senses, impedes the in- 
stinctive action, dams up, speak, thereby causing dis- 
harmony man and consequently his tragedy. 

SVERRE ARESTAD 

University Washington 


Schjelderup-Ebbe, Thorleif. Sanger Ernst Morten- 
sen, Oslo, 1949. Pp. 68. 


Rare indeed when man combines the talents bril- 
liant scientist and tender lyric poet. Erasmus Darwin might 
have versified botany, but his works are scarcely considered 
literature critics. This fact that the streams science and 
poetry seldom flow together even more strange since, the 
surface least, both disciplines deal with the same phenomena 
the same way. The raw materials both are the concrete and 
the particular. The finished product both involves the trans- 
formation the raw materials into some universal idea theory. 
This process involves insight which ordinary man does not pos- 
sess. However, when look deeper, can find differences be- 
tween the scientist and the poet both method and aim.The 
scientist wants many particular facts possible; will 
spend years, perhaps almost lifetime, collecting them before 
makes his hypothesis. The poet not 
speak. The greatest seem able discern laws the phys- 
ical and moral universe grain sand single wild flower. 
But his object and not his method where the poet differs 
most radically from the scientist. the empirical universe, 
the universe magnetic laws and hormone reactions, the uni- 
verse which can investigated means microscope and 
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reached the Mt. Palomar telescope, can measured out 
centimeters and weighed grams—it this universe the scien- 
tist seeks explain. The poet more concerned with universal 
moral laws, laws concerning the relationship man man be- 
yond the ken professional sociologists, man lower nature, 
man God and the supernatural. And most lyric 
poetry is, course, quite often the poet himself. 

Yet the methods and ends science and poetry are not in- 
compatible, and scientist can poet. And how delightful the 
work such man can shown the latest volume 
eminent naturalist and psychologist Schjelderup-Ebbe well 
known home Norway and abroad. has written tracts 
everything from birds beetles. But poet that the pro- 
fessor speaks laymen. And has been doing for many 
years. Sanger strofer only the last fifteen slender volumes 
poetry has produced. Professor Schjelderup-Ebbe has 
not only looked nature with the enquiring eye the scientist; 
has lovingly embraced with the joy and tenderness 
poet. Sanger strofer has left two lines which might 
called his apologia poetae: 


Jeg som var skapt til skue, 
Jeg moret meg med se. 


because this very seeing” that poems 
the collection dealing with some aspect nature are most nu- 
merous. They are not, however, merely romantic effusions the 
how lovely the evening” type. with Wordsworth, na- 
ture the poet’s teacher, exemplar, consoler; however myste- 
rious the correspondences between nature and man, they are 
none the less real and vibrant with energy and life. 
(p. 59) the sea-gull high, jutting rock, facing raging storm, 
becomes the symbol the defiance and courage the poet’s 
Nordic ancestors facing similar storms and his fellow man to- 
day facing much angrier “‘seas troubles” and the darkness 
the modern world: 

stormen rase mot den som har 
vikingnatur som gir som svar: 


bli hvor den holde ut, 
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not easy today forget the little poem about the dog, 
hund (p. 23): 


Dens brenner 
mot skogen som ligger der, fjern vill, 
mot skogen som lokker, skogen som kjenner 
den tamme som inn dens tykning vil! 


Schjelderup-Ebbe will have look farther than the eyes 
our pet cocker see the burning for freedom. And this just 
the point! The common pet becomes symbol for the slavery 
large part mankind. The eyes all, some more, some less, 
brenner mot skogen. 

Gangeren (p. 64) is, way, sequel and answer 
hund. Can the enslaved man Eastern Europe and Asia, 
freed again, regain his state strong, sensitive, rational child 
God? would continued slavery destroy the very qualities 
which make him man? the answers these questions lies the 
basis modern optimism pessimism. Our Norwegian poet, 
who lived through five years his nation’s enslavement, an- 
swers emphatic the first question and just emphatic 
nei the second. The gallant steed, spite long subjugation 
master, never loses the native virtues which always char- 
acterized him: 


Den jager mot lokkende, fjerne 
Den vrinsker mot mot fjell luft 
over sti, over bregner kryp. 


And then the powerful final words: 


Dens brenner mot sky. 
Den kunne verden favn. 


not weep over the death either hero Greek tragedy 
Hamlet, for feel that these men have beheld the 
greatness our race: kunne verden favn. the steed, 
restrained the bridle and bit but whose eyes still to- 
ward the night-black there the glory the man, 
glory which need not dimmed slavery. 

This use beast natural phenomenon symbol for 
the life man well the impulse toward liberty cannot help 
reminding Blake. Indeed, several short poems dealing with 
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such run-of-the-mill poetic material the sun, moon, and stars 
reveal striking similarity the poetry Blake. Schjelderup- 
Ebbe, while retaining elemental, almost severe simplicity 
treatment, breathes softly the material, stirring into 
unique freshness. one poem the moon sings its love for the 
sun, the natural, healthy love which any creature should have 
for its creator. The symbolism easier here than most 
Blake: does man, the most perfect creature the natural order, 
evidence similar love for his Creator? Often, his efforts 
make clear possible his nature symbolism, the poet resorts 
the But the freshness and sincerity 
treatment rescues these lyrics from banality. 

All nature, indeed, sweeps over Schjelderup-Ebbe’s 
Euterpian lyre. Usually kind, benevolent nature: 


kaller meg som venn. 


But the Norwegian poet, like Wordsworth, not unaware 
evil creation. Wordsworth, remember, fostered 
alike beauty and fear.” For the boy Wordsworth the 
mountains Cumberland times became strange, monstrous 


phantoms. natural that our poet land whose mountains 
are inhabited trolls and whose rivers sprites should choose 
these represent the malice man and nature. 
(p. both the natural and the human aspects evil are 
brought before and emphasized the use the same symbol 


for both: 


tjernet som hviler der, aftenblatt 
ngkken til stede. 

Han sees ikke, han der kun 
holder seg bare rede. 


trollet til stede. 

Det sees ikke, det der kun 
holder seg bare rede. 


spite the the lakes and the trolls the sons 
Adam, nature not tooth and claw” nor man totally de- 
praved. Certainly the most moving poem the collection first 
contrasts the beauty and perfection nature with crippled 
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man. Kr¢plingen syrinene (p. 65) the crippled man pulls 
the ideally formed lilac bush. weeps resentment. Why 
should he, man, deformed, while the lilac beautiful? 
But the last stanza discover that the man’s heart not 
deformed; indeed more perfect than the fragrant lilac: 

Men plantet den atter jorden 

vandret stille bort 

hva han hadde 

Although primarily poet nature, Professor Schjelderup- 
Ebbe also poet Norway. Therefore there are several poems 
the collection with typically Norwegian themes. Some titles 
will indicate their subjects: Valkyrien, folkeviser den 
uskyldsrene Norsk sommeraften, glimt fra 
The first three poems are undistinguished, 
but the last two are remarkable. glimt (p. 20) mood piece. 
flock sheep, ribbon sun, unseen bird singing the 
distance, all comprise 


harmoni 
fjellets moll. 


(p. 27) extols the Norwegian peasant and his farm. 
The poet has wandered far away, perhaps America, but 
knows that whenever returns the will always 
welcome. 

naturalist and poet nature, Schjelderup-Ebbe 
lover the city and many things which give metropolitan 
life its unique character. Kjempeby four stanzas describe 
huge city seen from four aspects autumn evening. Here 
detect for the first time the influence modern poetry the 
work. every poem the collection the meter and rhyme are 
completely regular. But the theme this poem and the 
treatment exclusive rhyme and meter detect rather di- 
luted Eliot. 

Fortunately there more this the collection. There 
are few essentially weak poems, e.g., vakre fugler (p. 44), 
tre (p. 16), Norsk sommeraften (p. 19). These, 
believe, are successful exercises poesy but quite lacking 
content. Then few times there are lapses otherwise fine 


REVIEWS 213 


poems: the magical Frostaften (p. 18) get the line: 
var luften, tiden, stunden. general, poet should not have 
tell that thing beautiful: instead should make see 
and feel that really beautiful. 

But the weak poems and lapses are rare the collection 
that scarcely notice them. Over the great majority the 
poems hovers the fresh breath pine-covered mountain. 
Sanger strofer could only have been written Norwegian 
endowed with fine artistic talent, the insight both poet and 
naturalist, and the sensitivity and sincerity noble man. 
The poetry Thorleif vdrens 
solens 

CHARLES LELAND 
Oslo, Norway 
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